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There was a sensitive shyness about Morris which made him shrink from public speaking, but that did not stop him from doing what he considered his duty. Lady Burne-Jones, in her most valuable Memories of her husband, records a letter they received from Morris: " It is a beautiful bright autumn morning here, as fresh as daisies : and I am not over inclined for my morning preachment at Walham Green, but go I must, as also to Victoria Park in the afternoon. I had a sort of dastardly hope that it might rain. Mind you, I don't pretend to say I don't like it in some way or other; like it when I am on my feet, if I flow."
He was soon worried by the want of cohesion among his comrades: as early as August of 1883 he was complaining of this. He wanted to stand firm against compromise, as he thought it was; he was not so hopeful of immediate victory that he thought worth while any relaxation of principles for the remote chance of gaining it.
Morris's political creed as a whole must be left for discussion in a later chapter: we must only sketch here the outward incidents of his political life. He spoke and lectured all over England and Scotland, and his more specific art lectures really were Socialist propaganda. When he was wanted by the Russell Club to lecture before an Oxford University audience, with the Master of University College in the room, he finished his lecture on Art and Democracy by announcing that he was the authorised speaker of a Socialist Society and he appealed for recruits. It had the